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July 18, 2014 
 
 

Lake Conditions  
 
This week both lakes are about a half a foot below summer pool and falling slightly as TVA begins it’s 
seasonal drawdown. For more information including a generation schedule visit the TVA website at 

http://www.tva.gov/lakes/kyh_r.htm  
 
 

Water Clarity and Temperature  
 

Both lakes range from cloudy in some of the creeks with the main lake and larger bays generally clear.  
Surface water temps on both lakes are in the 80 degree range and trending higher in the afternoons on 

sunny days.  
  
 

Weather Outlook 

  

Today...Mostly cloudy. A slight chance of showers in the morning...Then a slight chance of showers and 

thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs in the upper 70s. East winds 5 mph. Chance of precipitation 20 
percent.  

Tonight...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the lower 60s. 
Southeast winds 5 mph.  
Saturday...Mostly cloudy. Highs around 80. Southeast winds 5 mph.  

Saturday Night...Partly cloudy in the evening then becoming mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 60s. 
Southeast winds 5 mph.  

Sunday...Partly sunny. Highs in the mid 80s. Southeast winds 5 mph.  
Sunday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 60s.  
Monday...Partly sunny with a 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 

80s.  
Monday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows around 70.  

Tuesday...Partly sunny with a 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs around 90.  
Tuesday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s.  
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 

90s. Lows in the lower 70s.  
Wednesday Night...Partly cloudy. A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the 

lower 90s. Lows in the lower 70s.  
Thursday...Partly sunny a 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 80s.  

http://www.kicknbass.net/
http://www.tva.gov/lakes/kyh_r.htm


How Barometric Pressure Affects Fishing 

It I have known for a while that the barometric pressure affects fishing, but sometimes I forget to take 
this into consideration when I’m on my guide trips.  Maybe if I’d just remember to take the time to 
check barometric pressure and how it’s trending then maybe I’d be more efficient angler and a better 
fishing guide.  A couple days of subpar fishing this week has caused me to step back and look at how 

this unusually cooler weather were having has affected our fishing. 

Last night I looked at the National weather map on the web.  I could see those blue “H”s and red “L”s 
indicating areas of High and Low pressure with the High pressure areas being those with the most 

favorable weather.  The Kentucky Lake area, over the last several days has been experiencing a Super 
High Pressure weather system whereby we’ve had clear blue skies, very windy or little or no wind at 

times and unusually cooler temperatures.  Fishing at times has been slow; this time of year we normally 
experience some of our best fishing.  That being the case I’ve done a little research to help put things 
into perspective and to better prepare myself for the future.  This is what I found out … 

Barometric pressure has an effect on fishing. How the pressure directly effects the fish is still not fully 

understood, but knowing how to use the barometric pressure readings can greatly increase your chances 
of having a successful fishing trip. 

What is Barometric Pressure anyway? It is the measure of the weight of the atmosphere above us 

exerting pressure on the waters we fish.  It changes how fish and game feel and affects their feeding 
habits.  The barometric pressure changes as weather systems change.  Weathermen use the Barometric 

Pressure to predict the weather and it can also be used by fishermen to predict how fishing will be and 
more importantly how to fish. 

Here’s an idea of what you can expect depending on the Barometric Pressure. 

Barometric Pressure   Typical Weather   Fishing Trends 

High    Clear Skies  Fishing is slow, go deep or fish very tight to cover 

Rising    Clearing   Fishing is improving  

Normal / Stable  Fair   Normal fishing 

Falling    Degrading  Best fishing occurs 

Slightly Lower  Cloudy  Fish go shallower and become aggressive 

Low    Rainy & Stormy Fish are less active  

The best times to fish is when the barometric pressure is falling and when it’s between 29.90 - 30.90.  
This is when fish will be most active.   

You could check the barometric pressure online like I did this morning but probably a better idea would 

be to get a hand-held barometer so you can keep an eye on the pressure in real-time. That way when 
the pressure starts moving in a favorable direction you can plan accordingly. 

 

 



Prime Feeding Times for Kentucky & Barkley Lakes 

 

 
 

Fishing Report from the Kick’n Bass Ranger Boat.. 

BBaassss  FFiisshhiinngg  ……    

TThhee  LLeeddggee  bbiittee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rreeaall  ssppoottttyy  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  aanndd  wwee’’vvee  ggoonnee  tthhrruu  ssoommee  ppeerriiooddss  ooff  ttoouugghh  ffiisshhiinngg  bbuutt  

nnoonnee  tthhee  lleessss,,  ssoommee  rreeaall  ggoooodd  ffiisshh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaauugghhtt..  MMoosstt  ooff  oouurr  ffiisshh  oovveerr  55  ppoouunnddss  hhaavvee  ccoommee  ffrroomm  

tthhee  ddeeeeppeerr  lleeddggeess  wwhheerree  tthhee  llaarrggeerr  bbaaiittffiisshh  sscchhoooollss  aarree  mmoorree  pprreevvaalleenntt..    SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  mmoorree  pprroodduuccttiivvee  

lluurreess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  ZZMMaann  TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwZZ  oonn  aa  ½½  oozz..  PPJJ’’ss  FFrreeeessttyyllee  FFoooottbbaallll  hheeaadd  jjiigg  oorr  SShhaakkeeyy  HHeeaadd  ccoommbboo  

ccoonnssiissttiinngg  ooff  aa  ¼¼  oozz..PPJJ’’ss  BBaassss  EExxttrraaccttoorr  jjiigg  aanndd  ZZMMaann  FFiinneessssee  wwoorrmm..    TThheerree  wweerree  ddaayyss  wwhheenn  tthhee  ZZMMaann  

TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwzz  oouutt  pprroodduucceedd  aallll  ootthheerr  bbaaiittss  ccoommbbiinneedd  wwiitthh  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  ccuurrrreenntt  oorr  wwiinndd..  

ZZMMaann  TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwZZ  &&  PPJJ’’ss  FFrreeeessttyyllee  FFoooottbbaallll    

HHeeaadd  JJiigg  ……  aa  GGrreeaatt  CCoommbbiinnaattiioonn!!  

  

PPrriioorr  ttoo  ggooiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  llaakkee  llaasstt  wweeeekk  wwee  tteesstteedd  tthhiiss  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  ffiisshh  ttaannkk  aatt  BBaassss  &&  GGaass,,  oonnee  ooff  

tthhee  llooccaall  ttaacckkllee  sshhooppss  iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa  tthhaatt  sseellllss  ZZMMaann  pprroodduuccttss..    WWee  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  tthhee  sslliigghhtteesstt  mmoovveemmeenntt  

ccaauusseess  tthhee  ZZMMaann  TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwZZ  ttoo  tthhuummpp  aanndd  ggyyrraattee  iirrrreessiissttiibbllyy..  AAllssoo  tthhee  bbuuooyyaanntt  nnaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  EEllaaZZtteecchh  

mmaatteerriiaall  aalllloowwss  tthhee  ccllaawwss  ttoo  rriissee  uupp  aanndd  aassssuummee  tthhee  ddeeffeennssiivvee  ppoossttuurree  ooff  aa  ccrraayyffiisshh..    OOnnccee  oonn  tthhee  llaakkee  

wwee  ffoouunndd  tthhaatt  sslloowwllyy  ddrraaggggiinngg  oorr  aatt  ttiimmeess  ddeeaaddssttiicckkiinngg  tthhiiss  ccoommbboo  wwoouulldd  pprroodduuccee..    CCoolloorr  ddiiddnn’’tt  sseeeemm  ttoo  

mmaatttteerr  mmuucchh  eeiitthheerr,,  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ddoouubbtt  wwhheenn  yyoouu  hhaadd  aa  bbiittee,,  tthhee  bbaassss  aabbssoolluutteellyy  ccrruusshheedd  tthhee  bbaaiitt  aanndd  

bbaassiiccaallllyy  sseett  tthhee  hhooookk  ffoorr  yyoouu..  DDoonn’’tt  ddiissccoouunntt  uussiinngg  tthhee  TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwZZ  oonn  aa  CCaarroolliinnaa  RRiigg  eeiitthheerr..    II  hhaadd  oonnee  



cclliieenntt  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  ccaauugghhtt  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ggoooodd  bbaassss  uussiinngg  tthhiiss  mmeetthhoodd..  TThhee  TTuurrbboo  CCrraawwZZ  iiss  rreeaallllyy  eeffffeeccttiivvee  bbee  

ssuurree  aanndd  ttrryy  iitt..    BBaassss  &&  GGaass  iinn  BBeennttoonn  aanndd  TThhee  CCaabbiinn  BBaaiitt  aanndd  TTaacckkllee  iinn  KKuuttttaawwaa  hheerree  iinn  tthhee  LLaakkeess  

aarreeaa  ccaarrrryy  aa  ggoooodd  aassssoorrttmmeenntt  ooff  ZZmmaann  pprroodduuccttss..    wwwwww..zzmmaannffiisshhiinngg..ccoomm      

DDoocckk  PPaatttteerrnn  ……  AAccttuuaallllyy  tthhiiss  ppaatttteerrnn  wwaass  mmoorree  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  tthhaann  aannyy  wwee  hhaadd  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  bbuutt  tthhee  ssiizzee  ooff  

tthhee  ffiisshh  wweerree  oonn  tthhee  ssmmaallll  ssiizzee  wwiitthh  aa  33  ¾¾  ppoouunnddeerr  bbeeiinngg  tthhee  bbiiggggeesstt..    UUssiinngg  ssppiinnnniinngg  ggeeaarr  wwiitthh  66llbb  lliinnee  

aanndd  aa  ZZmmaann  ZZIINNKKEERRZZ  ((SSeennkkoo  ttyyppee  lluurree))  ccaassttiinngg  WWAACCKKYY  ssttyyllee,,  wwee  ccaauugghhtt  ssoommee  ffiisshh  aarroouunndd  bbooaatt  ddoocckkss  

eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhoossee  oonn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  llaakkee  aanndd  wwiitthh  ssppuudd  ppoolleess..  TThhee  EEllaaZZtteecchh  ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  mmaakkeess  tthhiiss  tthhee  mmoosstt  

dduurraabbllee  ssttiicckkbbaaiitt  oonn  tthhee  mmaarrkkeett  aanndd  iitt’’ss  llooaaddeedd  wwiitthh  ssaalltt  ssoo  iitt  ssiinnkkss  aatt  aa  ccoonnttrroolllleedd,,  ssllooww  rraattee  wwhheenn  rriiggggeedd  

wweeiigghhttlleessss..    TThhee  ttoouugghh  mmaatteerriiaall  aalllloowwss  yyoouu  ttoo  wwaacckkyy  rriigg  wwiitthhoouutt  tthhee  uussee  ooff  OO--rriinnggss  oorr  ootthheerr  ddeevviicceess..    

WWiitthh  tthhee  yyoouunngg  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  ffrryy  aapppprrooaacchhiinngg  11--22  iinncchheess  tthhee  llaarrggeerr  sshhaadd  aanndd  bblluueeggiillll  aarree  hhaavviinngg  aarree  hhaavviinngg  

aa  ffiieelldd  ddaayy  aanndd  tthhee  bbaassss  aarree  ttaakkiinngg  aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  tthhee  sshhaadd  aanndd  bblluueeggiillll..  WWhheenn  tthhiinnggss  ssllooww  uupp  oorr  yyoouu  ccaann’’tt  

ffiisshh  wwhheerree  yyoouu  wwaanntt  bbooaatt  ddoocckkss  aarree  aa  ggoooodd  wwaayy  ttoo  ggoo..  

TToopp  WWaatteerr  ……  eeaarrllyy  aanndd  llaattee  ssuurrffaaccee  aaccttiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  oonnllyy  ffaaiirr  oonn  bbootthh  wwhhiittee  bbaassss  aanndd  llaarrggeemmoouutthh  aass  tthhee  

ttwwoo  ssppeecciieess  aarree  sscchhoooolliinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  aanndd  hheerrddiinngg  bbaaiittffiisshh..    PPrriimmee  llooccaattiioonnss  aarree  aarroouunndd  bbooaatt  ddoocckkss  aanndd  

ggrraavveell  ppooiinnttss  aatt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  bbaayyss..    AA  ttwwoo--hhooookk  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSPPRROO  MMccSSttiicckk  iiss  aa  ggoooodd  cchhooiiccee  uussiinngg  

aa  jjeerrkk,,  jjeerrkk,,  ppaauussee  aanndd  tthhee  jjeerrkk  rreettrriieevvee..  

Fishing Report from the Kick’n Bass Pontoon 

Contact Us Right Away To Get In On the Action !!! 

CCrraappppiiee  ……    TTrroolllliinngg  ccrraannkkss  ffoorr  ccrraappppiiee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  ffoorr  oouurr  cclliieennttss  
tthhiiss  wweeeekk..    CCaapptt..  RRiicchh  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttrroolllliinngg  SSPPRROO  ccrraannkkss  ddeeeepp  1166--1199  ffeeeett  aanndd  ccaattcchhiinngg  ssoommee  bbiigg  bbllaacckkss  aanndd  

wwhhiitteess..      TThhee  nnuummbbeerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreessppeeccttaabbllee  eeaacchh  ddaayy..      

  

WWhhiittee  bbaassss  ……  ffiisshhiinngg  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ggoooodd  ffoorr  tthhoossee  cclliieennttss  ffiisshhiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppoonnttoooonn..  WWee’’rree  ccaattcchhiinngg  ssoommee  

bbiigg  ffiisshh  oonn  tthhee  lleeddggeess  aanndd  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  bbaayyss  oonn  aa  SStteeeell  SShhaadd  bbllaaddee  bbaaiitt  aanndd  KKeenn’’ss  HHyybbrriidd  SSppiinnnneerr..    

TThhee  ffiisshh  aarree  jjuusstt  nnooww  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ttoo  sscchhooooll  uupp  nniicceellyy  aanndd  ggoooodd  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  bbiigg  ffiisshh  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ccaauugghhtt..  
  

BBlluueeggiillll  ……  SSlloowwiinngg  ccoonnssiiddeerraabbllyy  bbuutt  ssttiillll  ggoooodd  nnuummbbeerrss  bbeeiinngg  ccaauugghhtt  bbyy  oouurr  cclliieennttss  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  uussiinngg  aa  

SShheellttoonn’’ss  BBlluueeggiillll  bbuugg  aanndd  aa  KKeenn’’ss  ccrriicckkeett  wwiitthh  aanndd  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  lliivvee  ccrriicckkeett..  FFiisshhiinngg  aa  ccrriicckkeett  uunnddeerr  aann  EESSBB  

sslliipp  bboobbbbeerr  wwaass  aa  ssttrroonngg  sseeccoonndd..    
  

CCaattffiisshh  ……  ffaaiirr    oonn  tthhee  lleeddggeess  2200--2255  ddeeeepp  aa  SStteeeell  SShhaadd  bbllaaddee  bbaaiitt..  

  

SSoonnaarr  TTiipp  OOff  TThhee  WWeeeekk  FFeeaattuurriinngg  

LLoowwrraannccee  HHiigghh  DDeeffiinniittiioonn  SSoonnaarr  SSyysstteemmss  

http://www.zmanfishing.com/


 

The screen shows a school of big bass feeding on baitfish on a deep flat located next to an 

underwater ledge.  The ledge tapered to about 18 feet before it dropped into the Tennessee 
River channel.   

The Chart screen shows the location of the school as well as the distance and direction the boat 
is positioned from the school.  Using our HDS 12 Bow unit with the HDI Transducer we 

relocated the school and situated the boat within easy casting distance.  A Steel Shad blade bait 
was counted down to 10 feet, using a side sweep motion my clients and I worked the school 

over pretty good catching some very nice bass. Gold was the best color.   

Locating this school would not have been possible without our Lowrance Touch Screen HDS 12. 

Be the best angler you can be by learning to use your electronics to their full potential.  For 
your personalized “On the water Sonar Class” contact Lowrance Pro Staffer Randy Kuhens at 

rk@kicknbass.net. 

RReemmeemmbbeerr  …… The first step in our “On the Water Sonar Class” is to perform an inspection of 

your system to make sure the installation has been done to factory specs and all components 

are installed in the proper location.  If adjustments are needed we can have them made prior to 
beginning your class.  Doing so assures you that your system will perform at a high level and 

you’ll get the most out of your time on the water.  You’ve made a Significant Investment in 
Electronics.  Be the best angler you can be by learning to use your electronics to their full 

potential.  For your personalized “On the water Sonar Class” contact Lowrance Pro Staffer  
Randy Kuhens at rk@kicknbass.net 

 

mailto:rk@kicknbass.net
mailto:rk@kicknbass.net


Here’s what our clients had to say about their 

 “On the Water Sonar Class” 

 
Randy your class is a must for those wanting to learn to use electronics.  It helped me more than you’ll 

know!  Knowing how to use electronics is a must in todays fishing.  
 
Travis Faulkner – Outdoor Writer & Guide 

 
 

Randy ,thanks for the patience.  I was ready to give up on my electronics.  I was so frustrated that I 
was ready to sell them all and go back to a flasher.  Your class changed all of that for the better.  I now 
feel much better about my investment.  I know I have to practice to get better but I’m definitely on the 

right track. Thanks ! 
 

Ben Patronsky – St. Louis, Mo. 

 
 

 

TThhee  ““OOnn  tthhee  WWaatteerr  SSoonnaarr  CCllaassss””  iiss  aa  oonnee  oonn  oonnee,,  hhaannddss  oonn,,  iinn  

yyoouurr  bbooaatt  uussiinngg  yyoouurr  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  yyoouurr  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  kknnooww--hhooww  ttoo  aannootthheerr  lleevveell..  WWee  ggeett  iitt  aanndd  

yyoouu  wwiillll  ttoooo!!  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss’’  77  EEsssseennttiiaall  SStteeppss  ttoo  SSiimmpplliiffyy                                                                                    

UUssiinngg  YYoouurr  HHDDSS  SSyysstteemm..  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  wwiillll  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ……  

1. Complete a detailed inspection on your system to certify the installation has 
been done to factory specs.  (If adjustments are required technicians are 

available to fine tune your system prior to beginning your class.  Doing so 

assures you that your system will perform at an optimum level and you’ll get the 
most out of your time on the water). 

2. Check all network settings for compatibility and make adjustments if needed. 
3. Program the individual screens and install the overlay data that is best suits the 

type fishing you do. Example: Depth, Water Temp, Time, etc. Eliminate 
unwanted, non-practical on screen clutter that hampers using your unit to its 

maximum potential. 
4. Arrange the screens so that going from page to page is orderly and non-

confusing.  You’ll become familiar with the screens and commands and what 
they’ll do for you.   

5. Dial in Sonar and Structure Scan Graphics and choose appropriate Pallette for 
the lakes you fish. 

6. Demonstrate the art of waypoint management.  No more cluttered maps with 
useless or unproductive waypoints.  You’ll learn to identify which locations are 

waypoint worthy and how to go back to those locations without ever assigning a 

waypoint.  You’ll assign a waypoint once you are satisfied the location is worth 
saving. 



7. Demo the unit so you’ll be able to take advantage of its fish finding capabilities. 

You’ll learn to identify shell beds, submerged stumps, brush piles, ledges, game 
fish species and more. 

As a bonus Kick’n Bass will help you learn to read an electronic topo map and find 

“places of interest” that could be potential fishing hot spots.  

Smart Bracket Console Mounting for  

Phoenix Big Gauge Console  

System Now Available. 

Order Now! 270-703-6133 

  

Be sure and Check out our webpage for more photos and  

other Sonar Accessories. http://kicknbass.net/sonar-accessories.php 

 

 

 

  

http://kicknbass.net/sonar-accessories.php

