
 

 

 

To Book a trip call 270-703-6133 or visit our website  

www.kicknbass.net 

 

 

 

April 11, 2014 
 

Tune in Friday morning at 10:05 am to the Joe B. & Denny show for a  
live chat and an on the water fishing report by Kick’n Bass 

http://www.iheart.com/live/Sports-Radio-790-WKRD-
4836/?autoplay=true   

 
Lake Conditions  
 
Water Clarity and Temperature …  
 

Both lakes range from dingy in some of the creeks with the main lake and larger bays clearing.  Surface 
water temps on both lakes are around 58 degrees and warming to the low 60’s in the afternoons on 

sunny days.  With the amount of rainfall we had Wednesday and Thursday expect the lakes to rise some 
and the water to have some color to it, especially in the back of the bays where the banks are exposed 
from the drawdown. 

 
Weather Outlook  
 

Friday...Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Highs around 70. 
Southwest winds 5 to 10 mph.  

Friday Night...Mostly cloudy in the evening then becoming partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 50s. South 
winds around 5 mph.  
Saturday...Partly sunny. Highs in the mid 70s. South winds 10 to 15 mph.  

Saturday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 50s.  
Sunday...Partly sunny. Highs in the mid 70s.  

Sunday Night...Showers and thunderstorms likely. Lows around 60. Chance of precipitation 60 
percent.  

Monday...Showers and thunderstorms likely in the morning...Then showers likely and a slight chance of 
thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs in the lower 60s. Chance of precipitation 70 percent.  
Monday Night...Partly cloudy. A 30 percent chance of rain showers in the evening. Lows in the mid 

30s.  
Tuesday...Mostly clear. Highs in the upper 50s. Lows in the mid 30s.  

Wednesday...Mostly clear. Highs in the upper 50s. Lows in the mid 30s.  

 

http://www.kicknbass.net/
http://www.iheart.com/live/Sports-Radio-790-WKRD-4836/?autoplay=true
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Great Fishing Adventures From the 
Kick’n Bass Pontoon 

 

 

(Photo L) The Gary Jolley Group from Louisville with a real nice catch of crappie and yellows.  

(R) Ralph Rice and Tom LaBruyere from Louisville caught this nice mess of crappie fishing 
from the pontoon. 

  

Book Your “Crank’n 
For Crappie Trips” 

on the Kick’n Bass 

Pontoon 
 

 Don’t Wait  

Book Now! 

Check out our TV Show“ Crank’n 
For Crappie   http://feel-n-

reel.com/past-shows.htm 

The Mike Keller Group from 

Sikeston, Mo. With some nice ones 
trolling crank baits from the Kick’n 
Bass Pontoon. 

  

http://feel-n-reel.com/past-shows.htm
http://feel-n-reel.com/past-shows.htm


((PPhhoottoo))  AAnnddrreeww  aanndd  JJoohhnn  MMaassttoonn  ffrroomm  CCoolluummbbuuss,,  OOHH..  wwiitthh  aa  ffeeww  ooff  tthhee  ssllaabb  ccrraappppiiee  tthheeyy  

ccaauugghhtt  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  ffiisshhiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  RRaannggeerr  bbooaatt..  

  

FFiisshhiinngg  RReeppoorrtt  

CCrraappppiiee  FFiisshhiinngg  iiss  ggooiinngg  

ssttrroonngg  oonn  tthhee  llaakkeess  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  

aass  tthhee  BBllaacckk  CCrraappppiiee  bbeeggaann  

tthheeiirr  pprree--ssppaawwnn  rriittuuaall  

ttrraannssiittiioonniinngg  ttoo  tthhee  ssppaawwnniinngg  

ffllaattss..    WWiitthh  tthhee  ffuullll  mmoooonn  oonn  

tthhee  1155tthheexxppeecctt  aa  mmaajjoorr  ssppaawwnn  

ttoo  ttaakkee  ppllaaccee..    BBaassss  FFiisshhiinngg  iiss  

rreedd  hhoott  ffoorr  ssmmaalllleerr  mmaallee  bbaassss,,  

wwhhiicchh  iiss  iinnddiiccaattiivvee  ooff  pprree--

ssppaawwnn  aaccttiioonn..    TThhee  bbiigg  ffeemmaalleess  

aarree  ssttaaggiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ddrrooppss  aalloonngg  

tthhee  sseeccoonnddaarryy  cchhaannnneellss  aanndd  

ccrreeeekk  aarrmmss  iinn  pprreeppaarraattiioonn  ooff  

tthhee  ffuullll  mmoooonn..    FFiisshhiinngg  ffoorr  bbootthh  

ssppeecciieess  iiss  ggoooodd  aanndd  eexxppeecctt  iitt  ttoo  ggeett  rreedd  hhoott  aass  tthhee  ffuullll  mmoooonn  aapppprrooaacchheess..  

  

CCrraappppiiee  ……  BBllaacckk  CCrraappppiiee  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ccaauugghhtt  iinn  bbiigg  nnuummbbeerrss..    OOuurr  bbeesstt  ffiisshh  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  wwaass  aa  1155””  22  ¾¾  

ppoouunndd  BBllaacckk  ccaauugghhtt  oonn  aa  KKYY  GGrreeeenn  ccuurrllyy  ttaaiill..    OOuurr  bbeesstt  mmeetthhoodd  iiss  ccaassttiinngg  33//3322  oozz  KKeenn’’ss  lliigghhtt  wwiirree  lleeaadd  

hheeaadd  wwiitthh  aa  22..55  ––  33  iinncchh  KKYY  GGrreeeenn  ccuurrllyy  ttaaiill  aanndd  tthheenn  sswwiittcchhiinngg  ooffff  aanndd  ccaassttiinngg  aa  ssmmaallll  ffeeaatthheerr  aanndd  hhaaiirr  

jjiigg  oonn  aa  wweeiigghhtteedd  bboobbbbeerr  aanndd  wwoorrkkiinngg  iitt  bbaacckk  sslloowwllyy  ttoo  ppiicckk  ooffff  aannootthheerr  ffiisshh  oorr  ttwwoo..    AAllssoo  wwee’’rree  ccaattcchhiinngg  

aa  ffeeww  uussiinngg  aa  sslliipp  bboobbbbeerr  aanndd  mmiinnnnooww  ffiisshhiinngg  oovveerr  aanndd  aarroouunndd  sshhaallllooww  ssuubbmmeerrggeedd  ccoovveerr..    CChhuunnkk  rroocckk  

bbaannkkss  wweerree  tthhee  pprriimmee  ttaarrggeett  aarreeaass  wwiitthh  44--66’’  ddeepptthhss  bbeeiinngg  bbeesstt..    WWhhiittee  ccrraappppiiee  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  ssppiiddeerr  

rriiggggiinngg  jjiigg  aanndd  jjiigg  aanndd  mmiinnnnooww  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonnss  oovveerr  ssuubbmmeerrggeedd  

ccoovveerr..    TThhee  ddeepptthh  vvaarriieess  bbuutt  88--1100  iiss  aa  pprreettttyy  ssaaffee  bbeett.. 

  

((PPhhoottoo))  CCaapptt’’nn  RRiicchh  BBaayy  wwiitthh  aa  bbiigg  ‘‘oollee  ssmmaallllmmoouutthh  ccaauugghhtt  

ffiisshhiinngg  ffrroomm  tthhee  KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  PPoonnttoooonn..  

  

BBaassss  FFiisshhiinngg  ……  TToonnss  ooff  11  --22  ppoouunndd  bbaassss  aarree  sshhaallllooww  aanndd  

ccrruuiissiinngg  tthhee  bbaannkkss  aanndd  tthhee  ppooiinnttss  aatt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  bbaayyss..    

OOnn  ssuunnnnyy  ddaayyss  aa  SStteeeell  SShhaadd  bbllaaddee  bbaaiitt  ccaasstt  oonn  aa  mmeeddiiuumm  

rreettrriieevvee  oorr  SSPPRROO  lliittttllee  JJoohhnn  ccrraannkk  bbaaiitt  iiss  tthhee  wwaayy  ttoo  ggoo..    OOnn  

wwiinnddyy  oovveerrccaasstt  oorr  nnoott  ssoo  ffaavvoorraabbllee  ddaayyss  wweeaatthheerr--wwiissee  ffiisshhiinngg  

aa  77  iinncchh  ZZMMaann  SShhaakkeeyy  HHeeaadd  oonn  aa  33//1166  oozz  PPJJ’’ss  bbaassss  eexxttrraaccttoorr  

jjiigg  hhaass  wwoorrkkeedd  wwoonnddeerrss  ffoorr  mmyy  cclliieennttss  aanndd  II..    WWiinndd  bblloowwnn  

bbaannkkss  oonn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  llaakkee  aarree  hhoollddiinngg  tthhee  bbeetttteerr  ffiisshh..  WWhhiillee  

wwee’’rree  ccaattcchhiinngg  ssoommee  ffiisshh  uupp  ttoo  33..55  ppoouunnddss,,  ssoo  ffaarr  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  

tthhee  bbiiggggeerr  ffiisshh  hhaavvee  aalllluuddeedd  uuss..    SSmmaallllmmoouutthh  BBaassss  aarree  

sshhoowwiinngg  uupp  oonn  tthhee  mmaaiinn  llaakkee  ggrraavveell  ffllaattss  aass  tthheeyy  aarree  iinn  pprree--

ssppaawwnn  mmooddee..    

  

CCaattffiisshhiinngg  ……  WWhhiillee  wwee’’rree  nnoott  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ffiisshhiinngg  ffoorr  ccaattss  

wwee’’vvee  ccaauugghhtt  aa  ffaaiirr  nnuummbbeerr  iinn  sshhaallllooww  wwaatteerr  wwhhiillee  ffiisshhiinngg  ffoorr  

bbaassss  &&  CCrraappppiiee..    OOnnee  ccaann  oonnllyy  wwoonnddeerr  hhooww  ggoooodd  ccaatt  ffiisshhiinngg  

ccoouulldd  bbee  iiff  tthhaatt  wwaass  yyoouurr  pprriimmaarryy  ppuurrppoossee..  

  



SSOONNAARR  TTIIPP  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  ……    

  

  
 
We’ve been following the crappie migration for several weeks now. One thing that has been  

readily apparent is they’ve been using underwater ledges that tie into pea gravel flats as a 
conduit to make their way to prime spawning areas.  Once we found the crappie staging on the 

ledges we used a Steel Shad blade bait, which emulated a baitfish nicely and stayed in the 
strike zone, to catch some really nice fish. Without our Lowrance HDS system no way would we 

have ever found schools like this.  Your system can get images like this too!  Be the best angler 

you can be by learning to use your electronics to their full potential.  For your personalized “On 
the water Sonar Class” contact Lowrance Pro Staffer Randy Kuhens at rk@kicknbass.net. 

Here’s what one of our clients had to say about his “On the Water” class  

Randy, I wanted to take a few minutes and sincerely express my thanks again for the training session we 

completed this morning and you showing me what I was missing regarding my HDS units - primarily the 

HDS 8 that has been on my boat for almost 2 years with very little use.   In fact I had become extremely 

frustrated, as I was not able to obtain the results I heard it would produce.   In many cases I would not 

mailto:rk@kicknbass.net


even turn it on when fishing.  Yes me nearing 65 years of age had some influence on the level of 

frustration I had along with not being able to decipher the pages of manuals that came with the unit.   I 

even tried on-line videos to no avail.   My son took your class last month and even though he 

was familiar with his HDS units and systems on his boat learned a lot of how everything works, and what 

functions are available.   He's the one that recommended that I contact you.   

  

I would like to share my experience with others so feel free to post this … 

 

First of all Randy made arrangements with the folks at Bass & Gas so they could look over my boat and 

setup.  Doing this discovered that my system was missing some key interface and cabling requirements. 

 We discussed what was found and explained to me what needed to be done and it was agreed to make 

the changes to ensure the proper operation.  Once the shortcomings were corrected and the software 

requirements updated, we went to the lake for real-time hands on training.   

  

Once on the water my Pointe 1 antenna was calibrated, the graphics on the sonar and structurescan was 

dialed in, the training started.  Randy reviewed the pre-loaded screens, showed me how the features 

worked, how to get from function to function and in general how using the units would help me become 

a more efficient fisherman. There were no dumb questions.  Everyone was answered to my satisfaction.  

Then, it was my turn behind the wheel.  Once in control of the boat Randy walked me through what he 

previously demonstrated so I would get the much-needed hands on experience with the unit and how 

everything worked. It was a double dose of info, which really helped me understand how to properly use 

the system.  Simply put I was amazed at how I was able to retain what I was learning … what it would 

show, how to identify objects, structure, fish and other features. It was fun too! 

  

I can say without reservation, I should have done this much sooner.   Without this time and assistance, I 

would not have been able to get my systems to work properly nor use everything to its full 

capability.  Now with the system corrections performed and what I learned in the “on the Water Sonar 

Class” I have the confidence in my system and I feel good about the investment I made in my electronics.   

 

I am looking forward to using everything now that it works properly and I understand what to do.     

  

Larry Martin - Tennessee  

 

RReemmeemmbbeerr  …… The first step in our “On the Water Sonar Class” is to perform an inspection of 

your system to make sure the installation has been done to factory specs and all components 

are installed in the proper location.  If adjustments are needed we can have them made prior to 
beginning your class.  Doing so assures you that your system will perform at a high level and 

you’ll get the most out of your time on the water. 



You’ve made a Significant Investment in Electronics.  Be the best angler you can be by learning 

to use your electronics to their full potential.  For your personalized “On the water Sonar Class” 
contact Lowrance Pro Staffer Randy Kuhens at rk@kicknbass.net  

 

 

TThhee  ““OOnn  tthhee  WWaatteerr  SSoonnaarr  CCllaassss””  iiss  aa  oonnee  oonn  oonnee,,  hhaannddss  oonn,,  iinn  

yyoouurr  bbooaatt  uussiinngg  yyoouurr  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  yyoouurr  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  kknnooww--hhooww  ttoo  aannootthheerr  lleevveell..  WWee  ggeett  iitt  aanndd  

yyoouu  wwiillll  ttoooo!!  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss’’  77  EEsssseennttiiaall  SStteeppss  ttoo  SSiimmpplliiffyy                                                                                    

UUssiinngg  YYoouurr  HHDDSS  SSyysstteemm..  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  wwiillll  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ……  

1. Complete a detailed inspection on your system to certify the installation has 

been done to factory specs.  (If adjustments are required technicians are 

available to fine tune your system prior to beginning your class.  Doing so 
assures you that your system will perform at an optimum level and you’ll get the 

most out of your time on the water). 
2. Check all network settings for compatibility and make adjustments if needed. 

3. Program the individual screens and install the overlay data that is best suits the 
type fishing you do. Example: Depth, Water Temp, Time, etc. Eliminate 

unwanted, non-practical on screen clutter that hampers using your unit to its 
maximum potential. 

4. Arrange the screens so that going from page to page is orderly and non-
confusing.  You’ll become familiar with the screens and commands and what 

they’ll do for you.   
5. Dial in Sonar and Structure Scan Graphics and choose appropriate Pallette for 

the lakes you fish. 
6. Demonstrate the art of waypoint management.  No more cluttered maps with 

useless or unproductive waypoints.  You’ll learn to identify which locations are 

waypoint worthy and how to go back to those locations without ever assigning a 
waypoint.  You’ll assign a waypoint once you are satisfied the location is worth 

saving. 
7. Demo the unit so you’ll be able to take advantage of its fish finding capabilities. 

You’ll learn to identify shell beds, submerged stumps, brush piles, ledges, game 
fish species and more. 

As a bonus Kick’n Bass will help you learn to read an electronic topo map and find 

“places of interest” that could be potential fishing hot spots.  

 

 

Ranger Z Series Replacement Panels available 

mailto:rk@kicknbass.net


 

Be sure and Check out our webpage for more photos and  

other Sonar Accessories. 

http://kicknbass.net/sonar-accessories.php 
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