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March 28, 2014 
 
 
Lake Conditions  
 

Water Clarity and Temperature …  
 

Kentucky Lake ranges from quite dingy in some of the creeks with the main lake clearing slightly.  The 

water at Barkley has quite a bit of color in it.  Surface water temps on both lakes are around 52 degrees 
and warming to around mid to high 50’s in the afternoons on sunny days. 

 
Weather Outlook  
Friday...Partly sunny with a 20 percent chance of showers. Highs in the mid 60s. West winds 10 to 15 
mph in the morning shifting to the northeast around 5 mph in the afternoon.  

Friday Night...Showers and a chance of thunderstorms. Lows in the mid 40s. North winds 5 to 10 mph. 
Chance of precipitation 80 percent.  

Saturday...Partly sunny. Highs in the upper 50s. North winds 10 to 15 mph.  
Saturday Night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.  
Sunday...Sunny. Highs in the lower 60s.  

Sunday Night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 40s.  
Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.  

Monday Night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of showers. Lows in the upper 40s.  
Tuesday...Mostly clear. Highs in the lower 60s. Lows in the mid 40s.  
Tuesday Night...Mostly clear. Highs in the lower 60s. Lows in the mid 40s.  

Wednesday...Partly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.  

 

Fishing the Early Spring Frontal Systems 
 

Early Spring fishing can be fantastic here on Kentucky & Barkley Lakes.  However, frontal 

systems and the changes in weather they bring can wreak havoc on your catch.   Knowing how 
fronts affect fish behavior and feeding habits can mean the difference between success and 

failure.    
Barometric Pressure Change and the affect it has on Fish 

All fish have a lateral line of sorts. As an example the lateral line is easily identified on a 
Largemouth Bass as the black line stretching from the gill plate to the tail. The bass uses the 

lateral line to sense a change in pressure. Bass detect pressure changes and they adjust their 
air bladder for neutral buoyancy.  When a cold front comes thru, like it did this week, it brought 
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wind, rain and a major drop in barometric pressure … and fish reacted to the change.  If you’ll 

remember a few days back stable weather coincided with the full moon and the Prime Feeding 
times were at their peak for the month.  We had a couple of days where the bass fed for long 

periods and at times in a frenzy and all of this good fishing peaked just before the front hit.  
You may have experienced this also.  There is no doubt in my mind, as I’ve experienced this 

scenario many times, a bass will feed up before the front and feed minimally after the front 
goes thru.  No argument here.  
 

Knowing What to Expect and What Not to Do Can Help … 
 

As a fishing guide I’m on the water daily and my clients and I can’t always pick and choose 
when they can go fishing.  Dates are booked in advance and none of us guides have a crystal 

ball.  So invariably we’re going to have to deal with fishing during some inclement weather and 
the effects of a cold front.  Actually knowing what to expect from a frontal passage and keeping 

an eye on the weather reports helps me develop a game plan.  Since experience has shown me 
what the fish are most likely NOT going to do, I’ve got a pretty good idea of what I NEED to 

do.  Here are some of the ways you can plan ahead and make the most of your time on the 

water. 
1). Plan to start fishing a little later in the morning.  Usually the temperatures and daylight 

warms us up a bit and get things going.  I know my clients and I feel better as the morning 
progresses.  Feeling good and being on your game is a good thing.    

2). Fish during the Prime Feeding Times.  The Prime Feeding Times are provided in my weekly 
fishing report, available thru many online sources and printed in all major outdoor publications.  

Fish & Game will be the most active during those times.  The PFT’s are there for a reason so 
use them.  I make it a habit to know when the Prime Feeding Times occur and make it a point 

to have my clients in high percentage areas during those times.  Increasing the odds in your 
favor is a good thing.  

3). Plan on fishing some protected water where wind is not as great a factor.  The water will be 
warmer and clearer there and fish will find their comfort zone.  A happy fish will be a more 

aggressive fish.   
4). During the backside of a cold front you will be dealing with bluebird skies, sometime high 

winds and extreme high pressure.  Fish will not be willing to put out much effort to feed and 

chase a large fast moving lure so smaller lures and subtle presentations are in order.  
Remember whether you’re using artificials or live bait, small and slow is going to be your best 

bet.  A Steel Shad blade bait, a PJ’s jig or ZMan shakey head Finnesse worm crawled along the 
bottom is good.  

5). Fish deeper water adjacent to long tapering banks and points.  If there is a ledge or deep 
under water point nearby look for suspended fish that have pulled out off the end.  Use your 

Lowrance High Definition System to pinpoint their location of these fish and a lot of times you 
will find that they’re schooled up.  Sometimes the fish will not necessarily be deeper but 

suspended over deeper water with baitfish.  A Steel Shad blade bait or an umbrella rig fished 
slowly is a good choice for suspended fish at a time like this.   

Let’s face it; the best time to go fishing is whenever you can.  However, being armed with a 
little know-how and having a game plan can stack the odds in your favor.  I hope you find some 

value in the information above and it helps you put more fish in the boat.                                         
 

Crank Baiting For Crappie From the Kick’n Bass Pontoon  
Read the full story in this month’s  In-Fisherman Panfish 
Guide … http://kicknbass.net/articles.php   

http://kicknbass.net/articles.php


(Photo) The Alan Thompson 
Group from Owensboro caught 

these slab crappie and more 
while fishing on the Kick’n Bass 

Pontoon!  Come go with us, 
you might get lucky too! 
 

Book Your 
“Crank’in For 

Crappie Trips” 

NOW!  Don’t 
Wait Book 

Now! 

Check out our TV 
Show“ Crank’n For 

Crappie” http://feel-n-reel.com/past-shows.htm 

 

FFiisshhiinngg  RReeppoorrtt    

CCrraappppiiee  ……  ccrraazzyy,,  uunnpprreeddiiccttaabbllee,,  wwiinnddyy,,  ccoolldd,,  rraaiinnyy,,  ssnnoowwyy  aanndd  tthheenn  ccaallmm,,  wwaarrmm  aanndd  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  wweeaatthheerr  

tthhiiss  wweeeekk  ……  wwee’’vvee  hhaadd  iitt  aallll,,  pprroobbaabbllyy  mmoorree  ccoonnffuussiinngg  ttoo  uuss  aanngglleerrss  tthhaann  tthhee  ffiisshh..    FFoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt  

CCrraappppiiee  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ssccaatttteerreedd  oovveerr  ddeeeeppeerr  aarreeaass..    TThhee  ffrroonnttaall  ssyysstteemmss  aanndd  ccoollddeerr  tteemmppss  hhaass  kkeepptt  tthheemm  

ssuussppeennddeedd  aanndd  rreellaattiinngg  ttoo  ssttrruuccttuurree..  ((BBee  ssuurree  aanndd  rreeaadd  tthhee  ““SSoonnaarr  TTiipp  ooff  tthhee  WWeeeekk””  bbeellooww..  OOuurr  

LLoowwrraannccee  HHDDSS  ssyysstteemm  ssuurree  ccaammee  iinn  hhaannddyy  tthhiiss  wweeeekk)).  NNoonneetthheelleessss  ssoommee  aarree  hhaavviinngg  rreeaall  ggoooodd  ccaattcchheess..    

CCaapptt..  RRiicchh,,  wwhhiillee  hhaavvee  ssoommee  vveerryy  ttoouugghh  ddaayyss  ddeeaalliinngg  wwiitthh  hhiigghh  wwiinnddss,,  hhaass  ssttiillll  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  sseevveerraall  

ggoooodd  ddaayyss  ooff  ffiisshhiinngg  wwiitthh  oouurr  cclliieennttss  oonn  tthhee  KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  PPoonnttoooonn..    SSoommee  rreeaallllyy  bbiigg  ffiisshh  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ccaauugghhtt..    

MMoosstt  ccrraappppiiee  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ccaauugghhtt  ddrriiffttiinngg  mmiinnnnoowwss  oorr  jjiiggss  oovveerr  ffllaattss  1100  ffeeeett  ddeeeepp  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  

bbaayyss  iinn  ddeeeeppeerr  wwaatteerr  1100--1155  ffeeeett  aarroouunndd  tthhee  oolldd  ccrreeeekk  ssttuummppss..    SSppiiddeerr  rriiggggiinngg  aanndd  ddrriiffttiinngg  dduurriinngg  wwiinnddyy  

ddaayyss  wwiitthh  ddrriifftt  ssoocckkss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprreettttyy  eeffffeeccttiivvee..    AA  ssllooww  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  iiss  iinn  oorrddeerr..   

  

SSoommee  wweellccoommee  nneewwss  iiss  tthhaatt  cclliieennttss  ffiisshhiinngg  oouutt  ooff  mmyy  RRaannggeerr  BBooaatt  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  hhaavvee  ccaauugghhtt  aa  ffeeww  bbllaacckk  

ccrraappppiiee..    TThhee  bbllaacckkss  aarree  jjuusstt  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ttoo  sshhooww  uupp  oonn  tthhee  bbaannkkss  aanndd  aarree  bbeeiinngg  ccaauugghhtt  44--66  ffeeeett  ddeeeepp  aanndd  

iinn  ssoommee  ccaasseess  aa  lliittttllee  ddeeeeppeerr..    TThhee  mmoosstt  ffaavvoorraabbllee  bbiittee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  aalloonngg  cchhuunnkk  rroocckk  bbaannkkss  iinn  tthhee  

aafftteerrnnoooonn  oonn  ssuunnnnyy  ddaayyss..    OOuurr  bbeesstt  mmeetthhoodd  iiss  ccaassttiinngg  33//3322  oozz  KKeenn’’ss  lliigghhtt  wwiirree  lleeaadd  hheeaadd  wwiitthh  aa  22..55  ––  33  

iinncchh  KKYY  GGrreeeenn  ccuurrllyy  ttaaiill  aanndd  tthheenn  sswwiittcchhiinngg  ooffff  aanndd  ccaassttiinngg  aa  ssmmaallll  ffeeaatthheerr  aanndd  hhaaiirr  jjiigg  oonn  aa  wweeiigghhtteedd  

bboobbbbeerr  aanndd  wwoorrkkiinngg  iitt  bbaacckk  sslloowwllyy  ttoo  ppiicckk  ooffff  aannootthheerr  ffiisshh  oorr  ttwwoo..    AAllssoo  wwee’’rree  ccaattcchhiinngg  aa  ffeeww  uussiinngg  aa  sslliipp  

bboobbbbeerr  aanndd  mmiinnnnooww  ffiisshhiinngg  oovveerr  aanndd  aarroouunndd  ssuubbmmeerrggeedd  ccoovveerr..    AAss  yyoouu  ccaann  sseeee  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  mmeetthhooddss  

aarree  bbeeiinngg  uusseedd  ttoo  ccaattcchh  ffiisshh..    OOuurr  ssuucccceessss  rraattee  llaarrggeellyy  ddeeppeennddss  oonn  oouurr  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffrroonnttaall  

ppaassssaaggeess  aanndd  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  hhiigghh  wwiinnddss  wwee’’vvee  hhaadd  tthhiiss  wweeeekk..        

BBaassss  FFiisshhiinngg  ……  NNoo  oonnee  ppaatttteerrnn  oorr  tteecchhnniiqquuee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  ddoommiinnaanntt..    BBaassss  aarree  ffeeeeddiinngg  bbuutt  aatt  ttiimmeess  

ddoonn’’tt  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee  eexxeerrttiinngg  mmuucchh  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo..    OOnn  ccaallmm  ssuunnnnyy  aafftteerrnnoooonnss  iitt  sseeeemmss  wwee  ccaann’’tt  ddoo  aannyy  

wwrroonngg  tthheenn  ootthheerr  ttiimmee  iitt’’ss  aass  ttoouugghh  aass  nnaaiillss..  SSoo  ggooeess  eeaarrllyy  sspprriinngg,,  hhuuhh..    WWee’’vvee  ccaauugghhtt  ssoommee  ffiisshh  oonn  

SSPPRROO  mmeeddiiuumm  ddiivviinngg  ccrraannkk  bbaaiittss  ffiisshheedd  aalloonngg  ddeeeeppeerr  cchhuunnkk  rroocckk  bbaannkkss..    TThhee  bbeesstt  rreettrriieevvee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttoo  

ccaasstt  tthhee  bbaaiitt  sshhaallllooww  ccrraannkk  iitt  sseevveerraall  ttuurrnnss  uunnttiill  yyoouu  ffeeeell  bboottttoomm  aanndd  tthheenn  wwoorrkk  tthhee  bbaaiitt  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  bbooaatt  

uussiinngg  aa  ssttoopp  aanndd  ggoo  rreettrriieevvee..    AAccttuuaallllyy  II  wwoouulldd  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  rreettrriieevvee  ttoo  bbee  mmoorree  lliikkee  wwoorrkkiinngg  aa  ddeeeepp  

ddiivviinngg  jjeerrkk  bbaaiitt  wwiitthh  aa  jjeerrkk,,  jjeerrkk,,  ppaauussee  aanndd  tthheenn  jjeerrkk  rreettrriieevvee..    TThhiiss  sscceennaarriioo  hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmoosstt  pprroodduuccttiivvee  

iinn  tthhee  llaattee  aafftteerrnnoooonnss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ssuunn  hhaass  wwaarrmmeedd  tthhee  NNoorrtthhwweesstt  bbaannkkss..  LLaattee  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  wwee  ddiidd  sseeee  aa  
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mmoovveemmeenntt  wwhheerreebbyy  tthhee  llaarrggeemmoouutthh  aarree  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ttoo  sshhooww  uupp  oonn  tthhee  ffllaattss  aaddjjaacceenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ffeeeeddeerr  ccrreeeekkss..    

SSeevveerraall  nniiccee  ffiisshh  wweerree  ccaauugghhtt  oonn  lliipplleessss  ccrraannkk  bbaaiittss,,  ssqquuaarree  bbiillll  ccrraannkkss  aanndd  SStteeeell  SShhaadd  bbllaaddee  bbaaiittss..    AAss  

bbeetttteerr  wweeaatthheerr  bbeeccoommeess  mmoorree  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  ssoo  wwiillll  tthhee  ffiisshhiinngg  aanndd  tthhee  sshhaallllooww  wwaatteerr  bbiittee  ccaann  ddoo  nnootthhiinngg  

bbuutt  ggeett  bbeetttteerr  aanndd  bbeetttteerr..  

SSOONNAARR  TTIIPP  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  ……    

 
 
 

Now this is what you call the mother lode!  We found this large school of fish travelling 
along an old submerged roadbed this week a on a warm, sunny, calm afternoon. As you can 

see the fish were suspended therefore we set our spider rigs about 3 feet off the bottom and 
caught some really nice fish.  The challenge this time of year is to be at the right place at the 

right time and then using the right presentation to get them to bite.  Notice the surface temp 

had risen sharply due to the southerly flow, calm and sunny conditions but just a few feet down 
the temp was 50 degrees.  Remember it’s the base water temp that moves the fish not always 

surface temp.  Without the help of out Lowrance High Definition system no way would we have 
found this school much less known at what depth to fish.  

 

RReemmeemmbbeerr  …… The first step in our “On the Water Sonar Class” is to perform an inspection of 

your system to make sure the installation has been done to factory specs and all components 

are installed in the proper location.  If adjustments are needed we can have them made prior to 
beginning your class.  Doing so assures you that your system will perform at a high level and 

you’ll get the most out of your time on the water. 



You’ve made a Significant Investment in Electronics.  Be the best angler you can be by learning 

to use your electronics to their full potential.  For your personalized “On the water Sonar Class” 
contact Lowrance Pro Staffer Randy Kuhens at rk@kicknbass.net  

Here’s what one of our clients had to say about his “On the Water” class today …  

RRaannddyy,,  wwhhaatt  aann  eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  ddaayy!!  CCllaassss  wwaass  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  aaddvveerrttiisseedd..  MMaatttt  aanndd  tthhee  gguuyyss  aatt  BBaassss  NN''  

GGaass  ddiidd  aann  eexxcceeppttiioonnaall  jjoobb  oonn  tthhee  iinnssttaallllaattiioonn  ooff  mmyy  LLoowwrraannccee  ssyysstteemm..  AAnnyyttiimmee  yyoouu  ggeett  tthhee  

ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  lleeaarrnn  oonn  aa  oonnee  oonn  oonnee  bbaassiiss  wwiitthh  aa  pprroo  oonn  tthhee  wwaatteerr,,  wwhheetthheerr  iitt  bbee  ffiisshhiinngg  oorr  oonn  

tthhee  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  ssyysstteemm  II  ccoonnssiiddeerr  iitt  aa  lliiffee  lleessssoonn..    YYoouurr  ssoonnaarr  ccllaassss  wwaass  aa  11sstt  ccllaassss  eexxppeerriieennccee  

aanndd  II  wwoouulldd  rreeccoommmmeenndd  ttoo  aannyyoonnee  tthhaatt  ppuurrcchhaasseess  oorr  hhaass  aallrreeaaddyy  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  LLoowwrraannccee  uunniittss  ttoo  

ttaakkee  yyoouurr  ccllaassss..  WWhheenn  yyoouu  ccaann  lleeaarrnn  ttoo  llooccaattee  ssttrruuccttuurree  bbuutt  aallssoo  ddiissttiinngguuiisshh  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee  iinn  tthhee  

ssppeecciieess  ooff  ffiisshh,,  iitt  iiss  aa  pplluuss..  II  lleefftt  ttooddaayy  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoonnffiiddeennccee  kknnoowwiinngg  II  wwiillll  ccaattcchh  mmoorree  ffiisshh..  

TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  eevveerryytthhiinngg..    

BBaarrrryy  BBaakkeerr  --  SSpprriinnggvviillllee,,  TTNN 

 

TThhee  ““OOnn  tthhee  WWaatteerr  SSoonnaarr  CCllaassss””  iiss  aa  oonnee  oonn  oonnee,,  hhaannddss  oonn,,  iinn  

yyoouurr  bbooaatt  uussiinngg  yyoouurr  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  yyoouurr  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  kknnooww--hhooww  ttoo  aannootthheerr  lleevveell..  WWee  ggeett  iitt  aanndd  

yyoouu  wwiillll  ttoooo!!  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss’’  77  EEsssseennttiiaall  SStteeppss  ttoo  SSiimmpplliiffyy                                                                                    

UUssiinngg  YYoouurr  HHDDSS  SSyysstteemm..  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  wwiillll  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ……  

1. Complete a detailed inspection on your system to certify the installation has 
been done to factory specs.  (If adjustments are required technicians are 

available to fine tune your system prior to beginning your class.  Doing so 
assures you that your system will perform at an optimum level and you’ll get the 

most out of your time on the water). 
2. Check all network settings for compatibility and make adjustments if needed. 

3. Program the individual screens and install the overlay data that is best suits the 

type fishing you do. Example: Depth, Water Temp, Time, etc. Eliminate 
unwanted, non-practical on screen clutter that hampers using your unit to its 

maximum potential. 
4. Arrange the screens so that going from page to page is orderly and non-

confusing.  You’ll become familiar with the screens and commands and what 
they’ll do for you.   

5. Dial in Sonar and Structure Scan Graphics and choose appropriate Pallette for 
the lakes you fish. 

6. Demonstrate the art of waypoint management.  No more cluttered maps with 
useless or unproductive waypoints.  You’ll learn to identify which locations are 

waypoint worthy and how to go back to those locations without ever assigning a 
waypoint.  You’ll assign a waypoint once you are satisfied the location is worth 

saving. 
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7. Demo the unit so you’ll be able to take advantage of its fish finding capabilities. 

You’ll learn to identify shell beds, submerged stumps, brush piles, ledges, game 
fish species and more. 

As a bonus Kick’n Bass will help you learn to read an electronic topo map and find 

“places of interest” that could be potential fishing hot spots.  

Installation Photos of the Smart Bracket Console 

Mounting System on a Ranger RT Aluminum Bass 

Boat. 

  

The Smart Bracket Mounting System is available on other makes & models of boats.   

Be sure and Check out our webpage for more photos and other Sonar Accessories.  

http://kicknbass.net/sonar-accessories.php   
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