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March 7, 2014 

 

 

Lake Conditions  
Several of the gates are open at Kentucky Dam creating significant current in the lake.   

 

Boat Ramp Conditions … The ramps at Jonathan Creek and Fenton are usable.  The Big Bear public 

ramp was iced over this morning but clearing.  Not sure about the other ramps but my guess is with the 

50 degree temps forecasted for this weekend, most ramps should be usable.  
 

Water Clarity and Temperature …  
 

Kentucky Lake ranges from quite dingy in some of the creeks with the main lake clearing slightly.  The 

water at Barkley has quite a bit of color in it.  Surface water temps on both lakes are around 40 degrees 

and warming slightly in the afternoons on sunny days. 
 

Remember it’s the base water temps that move the fish not always the surface temps.  

Dropping a thermometer down 5 feet I’m still finding 36 degree water.  Use this little bit of 
info to your advantage when working your baits. 

 

Weather Outlook  
Friday...Sunny. Highs around 50. Southwest winds 5 mph.  

Friday Night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s. Southwest winds 5 mph.  
Saturday...Mostly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of rain showers in the afternoon. Highs in the mid 50s. 

West winds 5 to 10 mph.  

Saturday Night...Cloudy with a 40 percent chance of rain. Lows in the mid 30s. North winds 10 to 15 
mph.  

Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 50s.  

Sunday Night...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 30s.  
Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.  

Monday Night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 40s.  

Tuesday...Partly sunny with a 20 percent chance of rain. Highs in the mid 60s.  

Tuesday Night...Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of rain. Lows in the lower 40s.  
Wednesday...Partly sunny with a 40 percent chance of rain. Highs in the mid 50s.  

Wednesday Night...Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of rain and snow. Lows in the lower 30s.  

Thursday...Partly sunny. Highs in the upper 40s. 

 

http://www.kicknbass.net/


  

CCaattcchh  FFiisshh  aanndd  HHaavvee  FFuunn  oonn  tthhee  KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  PPoonnttoooonn!!  
 
 

DDoonn’’tt  bbee  ddiissaappppooiinntteedd  BBooookk  NNOOWW  aanndd  ggeett  tthhee  ddaatteess  yyoouu  wwaanntt!!  

Check out our TV  Show “Crank’in For Crappie” http://feel-n-reel.com/past-shows.htm   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

FFiisshhiinngg  RReeppoorrtt                                                                                                                                                              
WWeellll  wwiinntteerr  jjuusstt  wwoonn’’tt  rreelleeaassee  iittss  uuggllyy  ggrriipp  oonn  tthhee  llaakkeess  aarreeaa  aanndd  lliikkee  mmoosstt  ooff  tthhee  mmiidd--wweesstt  wwee  ggoott  hhiitt  

wwiitthh  ccoolldd  rraaiinn,,  sslleeeett  aanndd  ssnnooww  tthhaatt  hhaass  hhaammppeerreedd  ffiisshhiinngg  ssoommeewwhhaatt  bbuutt  

lliikkee  tthhee  oolldd  mmaann  ssaaiidd  ““yyoouu’’rree  nnoott  ggooiinngg  ttoo  ccaattcchh  tthheemm  iiff  yyoouu  ddoonn’’tt  ggoo””..                                                                                                

BBaassss  FFiisshhiinngg  ……  iiss  eeiitthheerr  ffeeaasstt  oorr  ffaammiinnee  bbuutt  ssoommee  rreeaallllyy  bbiigg  ffiisshh  aarree  

sshhoowwiinngg  uupp..  ((PPhhoottoo))  CCoollee  WWiilllliiaammss,,  ggrraannddssoonn  ooff  BBoobb  aanndd  MMaarriillyynn  

WWiilllliiaammss  oowwnneerrss  ooff  WWhhiissppeerriinngg  OOaakkss  rreessoorrtt,,  wwiitthh  aa  mmoonnsstteerr  llaarrggeemmoouutthh..    

NNoo  oonnee  ppaatttteerrnn  oorr  tteecchhnniiqquuee  sseeeemmss  ttoo  bbee  ddoommiinnaanntt  bbuutt  ffoorr  uuss  tthhee  SStteeeell  

SShhaadd  bbllaaddee  bbaaiitt  ffiisshheedd  oonn  sseeccoonnddaarryy  lleeddggeess  hhaass  ccaauugghhtt  tthhee  mmoosstt  ffiisshh  

aanndd  bbeetttteerr  ssiizzee  ttoooo..    UUssee  yyoouurr  HHiigghh  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  LLoowwrraannccee  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  ttoo  

ssccaann  tthheessee  lleeddggeess  aanndd  llooookk  ffoorr  sscchhoooollss  ooff  ffiisshh  wwoorrkkiinngg  bbaaiitt  bbaallllss..    FFiisshh  

tthhee  SStteeeell  SShhaadd  sslloowwllyy  lliikkee  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  aa  ppllaassttiicc  wwoorrmm  wwiitthh  aa  vveerryy  ssllooww  uupp  

aanndd  ddoowwnn  rreettrriieevvee  aanndd  kkeeeepp  tthhee  lluurree  aass  cclloossee  ttoo  tthhee  bboottttoomm  aass  ppoossssiibbllee..    

BBaassss  aarree  ffeeeeddiinngg  bbuutt  nnoott  eexxeerrttiinngg  mmuucchh  eeffffoorrtt  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo..                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

CCrraappppiiee  ……  SSoommee  aanngglleerrss  aarree  hhaavviinngg  rreeaall  ggoooodd  ccaattcchheess..    OOuurr  eeffffoorrttss  

hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  tteemmppeerreedd  bbyy  tthhee  iinncclleemmeenntt  wweeaatthheerr  bbuutt  yyoouu  ccaann  jjuusstt  tteellll  tthhaatt  

CCrraappppiiee  ffiisshhiinngg  iiss  jjuusstt  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  bbuusstt  wwiiddee  ooppeenn..    MMoosstt  ccrraappppiiee  aarree  bbeeiinngg  

ccaauugghhtt  ddrriiffttiinngg    mmiinnnnoowwss  oorr  jjiiggss  oovveerr  bbrruusshh  1100--1155  ffeeeett  ddeeeepp  aanndd  aatt  tthhee  

mmoouutthh  ooff  tthhee  bbaayyss  iinn  ddeeeeppeerr  wwaatteerr  1188  --2200  ffeeeett  aarroouunndd  tthhee  oolldd  ccrreeeekk  ssttuummppss..    SSppiiddeerr  rriiggggiinngg  aanndd  ddrriiffttiinngg  

dduurriinngg  wwiinnddyy  ddaayyss  wwiitthh  ddrriifftt  ssoocckkss  hhaass  bbeeeenn  pprreettttyy  eeffffeeccttiivvee..    TThhee  wwaatteerr  iiss  ccoolldd  ssoo  aa  ssllooww  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  iiss  

iinn  oorrddeerr..      II  kknnooww  ……  II  ssaaiidd  tthhiiss  llaasstt  wweeeekk  bbuutt  rreeaallllyy  ggoooodd  ffiisshhiinngg  aanndd  wweeaatthheerr  wwiillll  bbee  hheerree  ssoooonn..    

  

SSOONNAARR  TTIIPP  OOFF  TTHHEE  WWEEEEKK  ……  

http://feel-n-reel.com/past-shows.htm


  

I get asked quite often “How much time do you spend using Sidescan”?  The answer is “A Lot”!  

I find this screen to be a very useful especially when I’m in “search mode” and one that I 
program in touch screen units during our “On the Water” sonar class.  Note that without 

sidescan the operator would have completely missed the fact that a rather large foundation 

existed.  As you can see by the image in the bottom pane, Downscan or Sonar would have 

shown just a “Foundation Wall”.  
 

This page offers the user both side scan and down scan capability to view a large area. The 

electronic topo map shows boat position and its heading and distance to that destination.  With 

the ability to pinpoint the user’s Boat Position (arrow) and the ability to use the Heading 
Extension (blue line) as a guide to steer the boat, the angler can systematically scan an area or 

go directly to the destination. Another option would be to turn on the Trails Function to mark 

the areas that have previously been scanned.  Finding submerged structures like the old 

building foundation is one of the highlights of the class and more times than not they make 

dandy fishing spots too! 

You’ve made a Significant Investment in Electronics.  Be the best angler you can be by learning 
to use your electronics to their full potential.  For your personalized “On the water Sonar Class” 

contact Lowrance Pro Staffer Randy Kuhens at rk@kicknbass.net  

Here’s what one of our clients had to say about his “On the Water” class …  

Randy, I have to say that I’m pleasantly surprised!  I had no doubt about your ability to teach 

the class, my concern was my ability to actually learn something from the class.  The class was 

the best thing I have done to help my fishing in the last 10 years.  I can’t wait until we get rid 

of our “Hard Water” up here on Erie and work those big walleyes over. 

mailto:rk@kicknbass.net


Phillip Wilson – Port Clinton, OH. 

Randy, thanks for making sure my system was set up properly. I had no idea I had so many 

issues.  My system works great and the class was just what I needed.  The entire experience 

has helped me more than you’ll ever know. 

Clarence Cunningham – Effingham, 

 

TThhee  ““OOnn  tthhee  WWaatteerr  SSoonnaarr  CCllaassss””  iiss  aa  oonnee  oonn  oonnee,,  hhaannddss  oonn,,  iinn  

yyoouurr  bbooaatt  uussiinngg  yyoouurr  eelleeccttrroonniiccss  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn  tthhaatt  wwiillll  ttaakkee  yyoouurr  

uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  kknnooww--hhooww  ttoo  aannootthheerr  lleevveell..  WWee  ggeett  iitt  aanndd  

yyoouu  wwiillll  ttoooo!!  

  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss’’  77  EEsssseennttiiaall  SStteeppss  ttoo  SSiimmpplliiffyy                                                                                    

UUssiinngg  YYoouurr  HHDDSS  SSyysstteemm..  

KKiicckk’’nn  BBaassss  wwiillll  ppeerrffoorrmm  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ……  

1. Complete a detailed inspection on your system to certify the installation has 

been done to factory specs.  (If adjustments are required technicians are 

available to fine tune your system prior to beginning your class.  Doing so 

assures you that your system will perform at an optimum level and you’ll get the 
most out of your time on the water). 

2. Check all network settings for compatibility and make adjustments if needed. 

3. Program the individual screens and install the overlay data that is best suits the 

type fishing you do. Example: Depth, Water Temp, Time, etc. Eliminate 

unwanted, non-practical on screen clutter that hampers using your unit to its 
maximum potential. 

4. Arrange the screens so that going from page to page is orderly and non-

confusing.  You’ll become familiar with the screens and commands and what 

they’ll do for you.   
5. Dial in Sonar and Structure Scan Graphics and choose appropriate Pallette for 

the lakes you fish. 

6. Demonstrate the art of waypoint management.  No more cluttered maps with 

useless or unproductive waypoints.  You’ll learn to identify which locations are 
waypoint worthy and how to go back to those locations without ever assigning a 

waypoint.  You’ll assign a waypoint once you are satisfied the location is worth 

saving. 

7. Demo the unit so you’ll be able to take advantage of its fish finding capabilities. 
You’ll learn to identify shell beds, submerged stumps, brush piles, ledges, game 

fish species and more. 

As a bonus Kick’n Bass will help you learn to read an electronic topo map and find 

“places of interest” that could be potential fishing hot spots.  



Installation Photos of Smart Bracket Console 

Mounting System and Bow Mount Sonar Bracket        

on a Ranger Z521  

 

            

 

             

 

 

 

 

The Smart Bracket Mounting System is available on other makes & models of boats.   

Be sure and Check out our webpage for more photos and other Sonar Accessories.  

http://kicknbass.net/sonar-accessories.php   
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